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In June of 2007, I was editor of the Arkansas Craft
Guild’s newsletter, Your Guild
Gazette. For our Featured
Artist article I went to Bruno, AR to interview Helen
Phillips, a clay artist and long
time member of the ACG.
Upon meeting for the first
she hugged me and welcomed me into her home
and we were friends.
Sadly, on November 15,
2013, Helen passed quietly
into eternal life. For all of us
who knew her, we are forever blessed by time spent with
Helen, no matter how casual
or complex.
On Page 3, I have reprinted
the article I wrote upon that
first meeting. It is a day, in
my life, easily remembered

White River Artists
PLEIN AIR ON THE WHITE
RIVER 2014
APRIL 30 - MAY 4, 2014
BIG SPRING PARK COTTER,
ARKANSAS
All Painting Media
White River Artists is pleased
to announce that BRUCE
PEIL will judge PLEIN AIR
ON THE WHITE RIVER
2014. Bruce was born and
raised in Oklahoma, and now
resides in Athens, Texas. He
is a signature member of the
Oil Painters of America and
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and forever cherished.
Helen’s work has been exhibited in our Vada Sheid
monthly exhibits on several
occasions, the last being in
November of 2012. Helen
and fabric artist Michelle
Noonan combined their talents to create extraordinary
pieces that combined the two
mediums into one piece. (see
your Nov 2012 issue of the
R.A.G.)
The next meeting of the
ORAC Board of Directors
will be January 20, 2014 at
5:00 pm at Integrity First
Bank, main branch at 6th and
Hickory in Mountain Home.
There will be no art exhibits in December and January.
In February, we will be moving these monthly exhibits

into the new ASUMH Art
Gallery located on the second floor of Vada Sheid
Community Development
Center. ORAC will have
designated hanging space in
the Gallery for our monthly
exhibits. Also in the Gallery
ASUMH will display some of
their permanent art collection and Dr. Hargrove will
have space for ASUMH student exhibits.

By Sandy Barksdale

the co-founder of the Outdoor Painters Society. His
paintings are in many corporate and private collections,
and he is primarily known for
his landscape paintings. His
artwork has been featured in
numerous art magazines,
invitational show, and in oneman gallery exhibitions
around the United States.
To see Bruce’s beautiful
paintings visit his website:
http://brucepeilart.com/

Bruce Peil will instruct a twoday Painting in Plein Air
workshop, April 28-29, 2014,
in Cotter, Arkansas. All skill
levels and medium are welcome. Limited artists accepted. Payment is not refundable unless someone is available to take your place. Enrollment is on first come first
served basis.
Email whiteriverartists@gmail.com for information about PLEIN AIR ON
THE WHITE RIVER 2014 or
Bruce Peil’s workshop
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Women Artist Retreat
2013
SPONSORS

Hill Country
Gallery
Happenings

SourceTek
Integrity First Bank
First Security Bank
Twin Lakes Community Bank
Stone Creek Ranch Resort
Quiller Gallery, Creede, CO
House of Brandon
Lowe’s Company, Inc

MARLENE GREMILLION
WATERCOLOR PORTRAITURE CLASS
DATE: JAN. 20, 21, 22 (snow dates-Feb. 17, 18,
19)
TIME: 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m
PLACE: HILL COUNTRY ART GALLERY
607 Baker St. (on the Square)
Mountain Home, AR
(870)425-5311
FEE:
$150.— DEPOSIT: $75.—DUE JAN. 1,

Area Art Club

House of
Brandon
Lowe’s
Company, Inc

Karen Jones

Area Art Club elected officers
for 2014 at the November
meeting. Incoming president
will be Dana Johnson, vice
president, Wanda Johnson,
secretary, Jeanne Roth, and
treasurer, Carol Scott. These
officers begin their duties in
January.
In lieu of a December meet-
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ing, AAC is having their
annual potluck luncheon.
The luncheon is being held
at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church on Thursday, December 12 at 12:00 noon.
Spouses and guests are
invited.
Congratulations to member Karen Jones. Karen
received an Arkansas Artist
award at the Arkansas Pastel Society National Exhibition in Little Rock. This
prestigious show was juried
and judged by nationally
known pastel artist, Richard

McKinley.
Area Art Club meets
monthly at the Donald W.
Reynolds Library in Mountain
Home. Meetings are scheduled on the second Thursdays of each month. Guests
are always welcomed.
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Helen Evans Phillips 4-18-1938—11-15-2013
Most artists have a vision in
their minds or dream of the
perfect “art studio”. We dream
of a place of inspiration for
creating our master pieces. An
area with adequate lightening
and work area and large enough
to house all our medium’s materials and supplies, store and
display our finished pieces, and
welcoming to visitors and students. However, in reality,
many of us squeeze our work
area into a corner, spare room,
or garage.
Helen Phillips has found an
artist’s haven. It is an ideal place
to create her ceramic functional
and sculptural pieces. After a
twenty-five year distinguished
teaching career, Helen and her
husband, Royce, retired to a
nine acre property nestled in
the rolling hill area of Bruno
Arkansas. The property houses
the first high school campus in
Marion County. The property
consists of four buildings, three
made of stone which were the
gymnasium and class room
buildings. The building they
have turned into their home
and Helen’s work studio was
once several classrooms, the
counselor office (now her
kitchen), and, on one end of the
L-shaped building, the bus
“barn”. The building throughout
has the original arched doorways, cement floors, wood
paneling, and exceptional lightening from large high windows
and ceiling fixtures.
Helen’s work studio, just off
the living area, is large and spacious with designated work
areas. Large work tables hold
finished pieces, pieces waiting
to be fired and pieces in the
making as do the many bookshelves that line the walls. An
electric potter’s wheel sits in a
corner with a large potted plant
behind it, and a foot powered
wheel sits off to the side of the
room. She has a counter high
podium with a turn table where
she works using a coiling pro-

cess to create what she
sees in her mind.
Her kiln room is a small
room in the bus barn area
that holds three kilns for
electric and gas firings. She
occasionally will use the
wood kiln at the OFC.
With the various kilns she
has the capability to work
in the styles of Raku, Reduction Fired Stone-ware,
and Oxidized Terre Cotta.
Helen works mainly in
clay now but has done
porcelain in the past. She
may work on several pieces
at one time. She loves to
create functional pieces as
she herself loves to use
hand made tableware. Now
that she has time to cook,
she finds that
“The art of cooking becomes a ritual when you
begin to think about how
certain foods will look on
the handmade pieces”.
Her sculptural pieces are
where she can convey her
hopes, her dreams, her
desires, her fears. There is
symbolic content and
meaning in each form, material choice, and firing
process of her work.
Helen uses her intuition
and her imagination as she
works. She believes what
lies at the heart of one’s
imagination is the soul.
Some pieces may begin
with a sketch but are not
completely thought out.
She simply feels her way
through to a finished piece.
She tries not to think while
she works but rather lets
the image in her head flow
out of her body through
her hands. She draws on
her past experiences of
studying her craft in such
places as Okinawa, Germany, Hawaii, and the Ivory
Coast, West Africa.
Her
work is summed up in a

brochure from her 2002
show at the Arkansas Arts
Center.
‘For Phillips one’s inner
world emanates from and is
in harmony with the natural
world. For her, art is spirit
embedded in matter. Spirit
is masculine. It has the power to move and change.
Matter is feminine, energy at
rest. For her, spirit is the
fire of the kiln; matter is her
clay. Phillips’ goal for the
work of art is to encounter
the viewer. In this way her
work has the potential to
transform and bring about
new meaning.’
In 2001 Helen retired
from the University of Central Arkansas where she
taught ceramics. Yet, her
surroundings, now, continue
her to be steeped in the
history of learning and creating. The names of former
students and of those who
helped to construct the
buildings on this campus
begun in the 1920’s are
inscribed in the sidewalks.
Students who probably
swam in the Olympic size
pool, played sports in the
gym, and in the classrooms,
perhaps, wrote essays,
about their hopes, dreams,
and fears.
Helen Phillips, like her
property, invites you in and
wraps you in warm friendship and heart felt welcoming. Like her work, there is
matter in her existence,
spirit in her being, content
in her form, simplicity in her
soul, and a complexity in her
inner self that comes from a
life time of experience and
self journey into harmony
with a natural world

Web Sites
Avaartguild.org

$100,000 Commitment to ASUMH Building Fund Fulfilled

OzarkRegionalArtsCouncil.org
theartodyssey,com
www.arkansascraftschool.org
www,decorativepainters.org
www.springriverartistsguild.com

Contact/ E-mail
Deborah Lively- Presdient ORAC
ozarkregionalartscouncil@gmail.com
Sandy Barksdale- President WRA
whiteriverartists@gmail com
Ava Art Guild
avaartguild@yahoo.com
Apple Blossom Decorative Painters
Dawn Kennedy
trixiespishak@gmail.com

Lower Right: President Deborah Lively
presents a check to ASUMH Chancellor, Dr. Robin Myers for 1/2 of balance
on our commitment to the Vada Sheid
Community Development Center’s
building fund in October 2013.
Top: On November 5, 2013, (L to R)
John Reding, Treasurer. Deborah Lively,
Dr. Robin Myers, Lucinda Blair, Vice
President, present our final payment to
the VSCDC building fund.

ORAC Sponsored
ARTISTS WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITIES
Ozark Regional Arts Council, Mountain Home, AR, will host Lian Zhen, internationally known watercolor artist for a Watercolor Workshop
October 20-23, 2014. The four day workshop will include Zhen’s unique teaching style in both Chinese and Western watercolor. Cost includes all
materials needed for Chinese watercolor. For more information and to reserves your space in this limited participation workshop, please contact
Deborah Lively at ozarkregionalartscouncil@gmail.com or at 870-425-8291.
Ozark Regional Arts Council to host the third Annual Women Artist Retreat, September 18-21, 2014. The four day workshop retreat includes
two full days of instruction, fun and fellowship at the lovely Stone Creek Ranch near Mountain Home, AR. Sheila Parsons of Conway, AR will be
our guest artist/instructor in watercolor. Cindy Kopenhafer of Pleasant Hope, MO will be our guest artist/instructor for Pastel. Both workshops
will include both Plein Air and Studio painting. Bill Barksdale of Cotter, AR will give a slide presentation on photography tips and techniques and
be on hand each day at dawn for early morning photographing. Costs include workshop fees, lodging and meals. For more information contact
Deborah Lively at ozarkregionalartscouncil@gmail.com or at 870-425-8291.

